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The following is an excerpt from my new book, The Seven Laws of Balance:  
How to Judge Teachings and Ignite a Charismatic Reformation. 
 

Chapter Two:  The Law of Precedent 
 
. . . The writings of Early Church leaders document the fact that spiritual gifts 

occurred in a widespread manner in the Church through the fourth century. 
We will look at just a few quotes by Church leaders from that time period. 
(There are additional references I do not quote here for the sake of brevity.) I 

will precede each quote with a brief biographical paragraph providing 
information about each Church father.  

 

Justin Martyr (A.D. 100–165) was an early Christian apologist. (The word 
“apologist” comes from a Greek word that means “speaking in defense.” A 

Christian apologist is one who uses Scripture, logic, and reason to defend 
Christian doctrine against error and false teachings.) Justin studied and then 
rejected popular philosophies of his day and trusted Christ for his salvation. He 

eventually traveled to Rome and started a school. There he was denounced to 
authorities who arrested him along with six of his students. At their trial, 

Roman Prefect Rusticus ordered them to offer a sacrifice to the gods or risk 
torture without mercy. Justin replied, “That is our desire to be tortured for Our 
Lord Jesus Christ . . .” He and his students further replied, “Do as you wish: 

for we are Christians, and we do not sacrifice to idols.”i Justin Martyr and his 
students were found guilty of not obeying the Emperor and were beheaded. In 
A.D. 150 (forty years after the last of the original Apostles died), Martyr wrote,  

 For the prophetical gifts remain with us, even to this present time.ii 

Also,  
 
Now, it is possible to see amongst us women and men who possess gifts of the 
Spirit of God.iii 

  
Irenaeus (c. A.D. 130–202) was a bishop in what is now Lyon, France. Like 

Justin Martyr, he was an early Christian apologist. Little is known of Irenaeus’ 
personal life or his death. His best-known book that still survives today is 

Against Heresies, published around A.D. 180. Irenaeus writes of believers in 
his day,  

 
Wherefore, also, those who are in truth His disciples, receiving grace from Him, 
do in His name perform [miracles], so as to promote the welfare of other men, 
according to the gift which each one has received from Him. For some do 
certainly and truly drive out devils, so that those who have thus been cleansed 
from evil spirits frequently both believe [in Christ] and join themselves to the 
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Church. Others have foreknowledge of things to come: they see visions, and 
utter prophetic expressions. Others still, heal the sick by laying their hands 
upon them, and they are made whole. Yea, moreover, as I have said, the dead 
even have been raised up, and remained among us for many years. And what 
shall I more say? It is not possible to name the number of gifts which the 
Church, [scattered] throughout the whole world, has received from God, in the 
name of Jesus Christ . . .iv  
 
Additionally, Irenaeus writes: 
 
We speak wisdom among them that are perfect, terming those persons 
"perfect" who have received the Spirit of God, and who through the Spirit of 
God do speak in all languages, as he used Himself also to speak. In like 
manner we do also hear many brethren in the Church, who possess prophetic 
gifts, and who through the Spirit speak all kinds of languages, and bring to light 
for the general benefit the hidden things of men, and declare the mysteries of 
God,v  

 

. . . Since the Early Church experienced spiritual gifts much as we do, it logically 

follows that they must have also dealt with some of the same situations that we 

do today, namely, individuals who believe they are moved by the Holy Spirit, to 

bring forth new revelations and teachings. Church leaders tested these new 

teachings and left us a written record of the ones they judged as being 

consistent with the teachings of the Apostles.  

We cannot afford to ignore the Early Church’s interpretation of Scripture and 
their understanding of doctrine. Their writings, and those of respected 

commentators in the centuries since then, provide us with precedents by which 
to judge teachings, revelations, and practices today. Without these precedents, 

judging based only by interpretations of the moment, we are like a boat without 
an anchor in a storm. We are tossed to and fro by every new teaching and 
gimmick. But when we allow Early Church writings and orthodox 

commentaries to be among the objective points of reference we use in judging 
teachings, we will be anchored and kept steady when the winds of extreme 

teachings blow.  
 

From pages 14,15, 18 of The Seven Laws of Balance:  How to Judge 

Teachings and Ignite a Charismatic Reformation. For more information, or 

to order a copy, please click HERE. 
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